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It is not only a truism that Indian society has changed rather rapidly over the last decades 

under the impact of economic and cultural transformations often epitomized by an expanding 

middle class or at least a ‘middle class consciousness’, but also that indigenous people – 

either claiming this status or being classified in similar terms – have been affected to a large 

extent by the very same socio-economic and cultural transformation processes leading to 

various new aspirations and subaltern empowerment (Carrin/Guzy 2012)
1
, but also to 

different forms of labour migration or increased mobility including forced displacement, 

marginalization and social exclusion (Behera 2013, Padel 2008)
2
.  

The workshop will go beyond questions of networks and mobility, but critically looks at the 

issue of connectivity as outlined by De Bruijn and van Dijk (2012)
3
 which we apply to 

socially and culturally marginalised contexts. Taking clues from the authors we would like to 

discuss how connections are established, forged, maintained or appropriated but also undone 

in the overlapping spheres of religion, politics, economics etc.; how they might differ in 

terms of their quality and materiality as well as their scope and immediacy; how are they 

utilized as as markers of status and wealth or as back-up, security net, resource or the like and 

how they might have been altered in changing environments, mediatized in novel ways or 

even lost in a new order? 
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We are specifically interested in the role of media in these processes of linking and relating 

and propose a wide understanding of media which are expressing and informing the socio-

political dynamics and change of contemporary indigenous, Adivasi and vernacular India. 

These connective media forms are tied to indigenous ideas and modes of indigenization, 

transmitting concepts of the Sublime, the Self, the otherworldly Other as well as the 

pragmatics and practice of local agency contesting social and political dynamics of exclusion. 

We consider these processes as intrinsically linked to, imbued with and penetrated by power, 

wealth and status.   

Our workshop addresses the use of diverse range of traditional and modern connections 

mediated through rituals, movements, texts, audio-video materials, bodies etc. It discusses 

how diverse marginalised groups or individuals forge or renew ties to contest, question, alter 

or sustain a local tradition. We focus in a broad perspective on 'traditional' and 'modern' forms 

of connectivity and on links as instruments of empowerment, as capital, as forms of agency in 

Adivasi, indigenous and vernacular India and invite papers dealing with them. 

 

 


